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CONFINABLE BODIES.

Book I.
Division I.

Metals
combine
with oxy-
gen.

Nomencla-
ture of ox-
ides*

7. Metals, then, are all capable of combining witli
oxygen ; and this combination is sometimes accompa-
nied by combustion and sometimes not. The new
compounds formed are c&llt&metattic oxides, and in some
cases metallic acids. Like the two last classes of bo-
dies, they are capable of combining with different doses
of oxygen, and of forming different species of oxides or
acids. These were formerly distinguished from each
other by their colour. One of the oxides of Jron, for
Instance, was called Hack oxide, another was termed
red oxide ; but it is now known that the same oxide is
capable of assuming different colours according to cir-
cumstances. The mode of naming them from their
colour, therefore, wants precision, and is apt to mis-
lead ; especially as there occur different examples of
two distinct oxides of the same metal having the same
colour.

As it is absolutely necessary to be able to distinguish
the different oxides of the same metal from each other
with perfect precision, and as the present chemical no-
menclature is defective in this respect, I shall, till some
better method be proposed, distinguish them from each
other, by prefixing to the word o'xide the first syllable
of the Greek ordinal numerals. Thus the protoxide of
a metal will denote the metal combined with a mini-
mum of oxygen, or the jirst oxide which the metal is
capable of forming ; deutoxide will denote the second
oxide of a metal, or the metal combined with two doses
of oxygen.* When a metal has combined with as

* The same explanation will apply to trltoxide (third oxide), tetoxide
(fourth oxide),pentoxidt (fifth oxide), ttctoxide (sixth oxide), whenever
they become necessary.